THE   SUN   AND   THE   SERPENT

forth like day, god of the East, my burning power,
Ibear."1

Here the sun, or a representation of the sun,
is evidently referred to. Moreover, in another
ancient hymn or poem it is said : " The King, the
shepherd of his people, may he hold the sun in his
right hand; may he hold the moon in his left
hand," a

From these passages it seems clear that Marduk
or Merodach the Sun-god, and the early Babylonian
kings, were shown as holding in their hands a repre-
sentation of the sun. This was apparently in the
form of an orb or a disk. It had, no doubt, the
same signification as the discus or chakra, or
Naga ka bhan, of the Indian sun-god Surya, and of
those Naga rajas who claimed divine power as
incarnations of the Sun-god. It was doubtless
also the same as the di'sk beheld by Brahma in the
hand of Prithu, the Chakravarti raja, who, as we
have just seen, was recognized by that deity as a
personification of the Sun-god.

As in Babylonia, so too in India, the wheel or
chakra represented the Sun. In the Rig Veda,
Indra is said to have slain Bala, by whirling round
his vajra, or thunderbolt, as the sun turns round
his wheel.3

1  Chaldean Account of Genesis, 86.
Chaldean Magic, 162.

2 Ib,, 35.                 3 Rig Veda, II. ii. 20.
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